
We are pleased to 
announce a new text-
book, Traditional Chi-
nese Veterinary Medi-
cine Volume 1: Funda-
mental Principles, by 
Drs. Xie and Preast is 
now available. 

This volume focuses 
on the basic principles 
of traditional Chinese 
veterinary medicine. 
Those familiar with Dr. 
Xie’s original edition 
will recognize the top-
ics presented in this 
text including Yin-
Yang, Five Elements, 
Zang-Fu, Five Treas-
ures, Meridians, Diag-
nostic methods, Pat-
tern identification and 
Treatment.  

This 639 page volume 
develops these topics 
through its detailed 
explanations and short 
case examples and 
self-test questions at 
the end of each chap-
ter. This text’s friendly 
style features over 
100 illustrations, ta-
bles and diagrams in 
addition to its easy-to-
find index and table of 
contents. 

One chapter is entirely 
dedicated to nine 
complex case studies 
which include diagno-
sis, treatment and 
analysis of the clinical 
progression over sev-
eral visits. 

 

An extensive appendix 
contains a list of ca-
nine and equine acu-
puncture point loca-
tions, answers to the 
self-questions, a list of 
herbal formulas and 
their ingredients, the 
history of TCVM and 
several diagrams 
which summarize 
tongue and pulse di-
agnoses. 

We hope you enjoy it. 

Dr. Xie's New Book is Available 

Case Report:  Squamous Cell Carcinoma 
By Dr. Sara Jane Skiwski  

It was the last week of 
July and Lucy was 
calling about her cat, 
Baya, a cute 9 year 
old an indoor Siamese 
mix kitty who loved to 
sunbathe.  Lucy had 
seen a sore on Baya’s 
nose that was not get-
ting better. For almost 

three weeks, she had 
been watching and 
cleaning this sore and 
was worried that it 
may be infected. 

Lucy and Baya arrived 
at my home office and 
we talked for about 
ten minutes while 
Baya investigated the 

room and settled 
down on the blanket 
near the window. 
Baya appeared a little 
skittish but otherwise 
appeared healthy at 
first glance.  Physical 
examination revealed 
a small ulcerative na-
sal lesion on the right 

(Continued on page 3) 
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By Bruce Ferguson, DVM, MS 

As part of my training in human 
acupuncture, I regularly attend 
TCM seminars and advanced 
training opportunities. Of course, 
these events leave me even more 
convinced of our good fortune to 
study with one of the finest TCVM 
minds in the world, Dr. Xie!   

Recently, I was able to study for 
five days with Dr. Tran Viet 
Dzung, a French MD acupunctur-
ist with thirty years of clinical ex-
perience and a man conversant 
with the classic TCM literature. 
This is the second such intensive 
training that I have been fortunate 
enough to attend with Dr. Tran.   

He lectured from 9:00 to 1:00  and 
treated patients from 3:00 to 7:00  
each day. This year's seminar 
was devoted to the Formation and 
Circulation of the Wei Qi, espe-
cially with respect to tumor treat-
ment.  In fact, the ancients essen-
tially said that when Wei Qi is 
pathological in its formation and, 
more importantly, its circulation, 
then the hundred diseases will 
occur. As always, Dr. Tran was 
able to correlate both TCM 
(energy-based) and Western 
Medicine (matter-based).  

 

Concise Western Immunol ogy: 
Leukocytes are formed in lym-
phoid organs such as the bone 
marrow and thymus. Leukocyte 
circulation is controlled by the 
lymphatic system including lymph 
nodes, spleen, and lymph ves-
sels. In the bone marrow, B-
lymphocytes mature and are cor-
related with humoral immunity. In 
the thymus T-lymphocytes mature 
and are correlated with celluar 
immunity and control (e.g. T-
helper, T-suppressor). 

Concise TCVM Immunolo gy: 
Wei Qi is acquired from food. The 
Stomach ripens and rots food and 
sends a pure part to the Spleen 
for transformation and transporta-
tion.  

The Small Intestine receives the 
remains from the Stomach; it 
sends the pure to the Kidney and 
the impure to the Large Intestine. 
The Large Intestine performs yet 
another separation and sends the 
pure to the Kidney and the impure 
leaves as feces.  

The Kidney itself separates the 
impure and sends it downward to 
the Bladder and the pure to the 
Liver. The Liver separates the im-
pure and sends it to the Gallblad-
der for excretion and the pure be-
comes pure Wei Qi.  

So, although the Liver is responsi-
ble for final differentiation of leu-
kocytes (e.g. T-lymphocytes un-
der the influence of thymic hor-
mone), "the castle is surrounded 
and defended by water". Ulti-
mately the Wei is formed in the 
lower burner from the final me-
tabolism of organic liquids. This 
means that for maximal immune 
system tonification both the origin 
of all Wei, the Kidney, and the 
differentiation of Wei, the Liver, 
need to be tonified maximally.   

Ultimately the "Tumor Reflex" de-
lineated by Dr. Tran for humans 
includes Five Wei treatments: 1) 
increasing the Transit of Wei Qi, 

2) Exteriorizing the Wei Qi, 3) 
Chronoacupuncture, 4) increasing 
the Secondary Circulation of Wei, 
5) increasing the Formation of 
Wei. Since tumors are a hyperme-
tabolic process, Dr. Tran includes 
Six Heat treatments: 1) Circulate 
the Ying, 2) Tonify the Zong 
(pectoral or ancestral) Qi, 3) Treat 
the Blood, 4) Calm the Shen, 5) 
stimulate the Mental activity of 
specific organs, and 6) Xi-cleft 
points to move Blood if there is 
obstruction of stagnation 
(particularly SP-8 for masses).  

To tonify the Kidney in humans: 
CV-4, BL-23, BL-52, KI-7, KI-3, 
GV-4 with the following ancillary 
points: LI-16 and GB-39 for the 
marrow, GV-20 and GV-15 
(dangerous in moving patients!) 
for the spinal cord marrow to 
stimulate humoral immunity and 
B-lymphocytes, BL-11 and BL-43 
(unavailable in most non-humans) 
for the concentration of materiali-
zation of Kidney Jing. 

So, remember to maximally tonify 
the Kidney when dealing with any 
immunological disorders, espe-
cially those of deficiency and tu-
mor formation. In the next install-
ment, we will consider circulating 
and exteriorizing the Wei Qi. Of 
course, these data are from hu-
man clinical practice, they need to 
be corroborated in TCVM. 

(see pp.233-235 in Dr. Xie' s new text for more detail 
and the relationship of Wei Qi to Zheng Qi) 
 
Dr. Bruce Ferguson is a veterinary herbalist and acupuncturist 
certified by Chi Institute and China Society of TCVM 
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While reviewing my Herbal Note-
books and physical exam notes 
from Chi, I  was having a hard 
time pinning down a Chinese Pat-
tern Diagnosis.  Even after I re-
checked Baya’s pulses, Shu and 
Mu points, nothing really stood 
out.  I went into the other room to 
think about what to do.  Standing 
there in front of my herbal reper-
toire and looking at Jing Tang’s 
Stasis Breaker, I realized this was 
the answer. But how would I get it 
into the cat?   

I took a bottle each of Stasis 
Breaker and Vitamin E into the 
other room where  I slowly wrote 
out the direc-
tions I want 
Lucy to follow 
for Baya: Take 
the oil of Vita-
min E capsule 
and make a 
paste with the 
Stasis Breaker.  
Apply this paste 
to the sore three 
times a day.  Make sure Baya 
leaves paste on the sore for 20-30 
minutes. After this, if Baya wanted 
to clean the paste off, all the bet-
ter.  I gave a guarded prognosis 
asked for a recheck in 2 and 4 
weeks.   

During the follow up call a week 
later, Lucy was very excited be-
cause she felt the sore was heal-
ing.  At the 2 week follow up, the 
sore was smaller and definitely 
healing.  There was a small scab 
so I told Lucy to soften the scab 
with a heat pack before applying 
the paste.    

At the second follow up visit, one 
month after starting treatment, the 
sore was barely noticeable.  Still 
not sure, how well this treatment 
was doing, I wanted to continue 

treatment with the herbal paste  
for another 2 weeks to be sure the 
sore completely healed.  

The third follow up visit was 
amazing.  Lucy was having trou-
ble applying the paste because it 
was difficult seeing where it 
needed to go.  The sore was 
gone.  Still a little worried because 
this was SCC,  I stayed on the 
side of caution.  Lucy and I dis-
cussed the next step.  I told Lucy I 
wanted to make sure all of the 
cancer was gone.  I told Lucy to 
continue twice-a-day application 
of the paste on the nose, even 
though no lesion was visible.  I 
was more interested with Baya 
cleaning the herbal paste off her 
face and ingesting it.   

The fourth recheck visit two 
months after starting the herbal 
paste went well. There was no 
sign of cancer and Baya was feel-
ing great.  I discussed my desire 
to wean Baya off the herbal and 
my indecision about whether or 
not to  stop the paste considering  
Baya’s predisposition to SCC. 
Lucy was instructed to once daily 
apply the past to the tip of Baya’s 
nose so she would ingest it. 

After the fifth recheck, Lucy 
wanted to try Baya off the herbs to 
see how she did.  I was worried 
about trying this, but Lucy said 
she would watch for signs of the 
sore returning and start the proto-
col again if she saw any.  I saw 
Baya in January for an unrelated 
issue; her nose still looked great.   

I am now very excited about this 
treatment and look forward to try-
ing this approach again. 

Dr. Sara J. Skiwski is a veterinary herbalist and acupuncturist 
certified by Chi Institute and China Society of TCVM 

side which extended along the 
bridge of her nose.  

An impression smear of the sore 
contained abnormal-looking cells 
and signs of infection.  After  
scrubbing the sore, I prepared  
another impression smear for sub-
mission  to a pathologist. We 
hoped that the specimen would 
be diagnostic. Lucy and I dis-
cussed possible causes of the 
sore including spider bite, infected 
scratch/bite and Squamous Cell 
Carcinoma (SCC).  While waiting 
for the cytology report, I started 
Lucy on an oral antibiotic. 

The cytology report came back as 
Squamous Cell Carcinoma, a skin 
cancer that can be very aggres-
sive. It is more common in white 
to light faced outdoor cats and 
targets the eyes, nose and ears.   

I called Lucy with the news of the 
results and she was surprised be-
cause the sore was looking better.  
I indicated that the antibiotics 
were helping with the concurrent 
infection present.  We discussed 
a referral to an Oncologist, but 
Lucy could not afford a specialist 
and wanted to try a Holistic ap-
proach. 

Well, this was my first attempt at 
treating SCC with herbs; I wanted 
to make sure Lucy understood 
that the cancer was just beginning 
and maybe her money would be 
better spent on a specialist. Also, 
I was concerned with how Lucy 
was going to administer the for-
mulas to Baya, so I explained that 
most of the cancer formulas 
tasted very bad and that Baya 
would need to ingest quite a bit.  
Lucy still insisted on trying the 
herbs first. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Electro- Acupunctur e Techniques  

Question : 

Could you also explain how you choose the points to be paired with each other on the same 
wire lead? Does this make a difference? What principles do you follow?  

Answer: 

Since electro-acupuncture (EA) analgesia was found effective enough to perform a surgery in 
China in the early 1970's, EA has been widely used in TCM practice. EA is most commonly 
used for successful pain management as well as treatment of neurological and other severe 
disorders.  

The general rules for pairing two points (The same lead for a pair of points): 

1. Pair the points bilaterally. For a paralyzed dog connect KID-1 on the left side to KID-1 on the other side. 

2. Pair the points on the same Channel. Use ST � 41 with ST � 36 on the same leg for the paralyzed dog; 

3. Pair points with similar energetic actions. For hock syndrome, use Coxa hock point with BL � 39 on same leg.  

4. Pair points that go through the location of stagnation. For shoulder pain, join LI � 10 to LI � 15 on the same leg. 

5. Local point connection: Connect PC � 9 to LU � 11 on the same side for laminitis or use ST � 1 with GB � 1 on the 
same side for uveitis. 

Cautions: 

1. The wire (lead) should NOT be connected around the abdominal areas for pregnant animals. 

2. The wire (lead) should NOT be connected across the chest if the patient has a pacemaker. 

Herbal M edicine Us e 

Question : 

What should I do if an herbal formula does not work? 

Answer: 

Chronic diarrhea cases are highly responsive to Chinese herbal medicine. There are several reasons why 
herbal medicine does not work.  

Always ask yourself the following questions:  

1. Is the dosage correct? 

2. Is it the correct form? 

3. Is the treatment course long enough? 

4. Is the diagnosis correct? 

5. Is it the correct Formula? 

6. Is the timing correct? 
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Case Exampl e: 

An elderly little Shih Tzu has had chronic diarrhea. Treatment included one teapill Xiang Sha Liu Jun Zi Wan 
(Eight Gentlemen, Mayway) twice daily and once-weekly acupuncture using BL-20, BL-21, ST-36, SP-6, CV-12 
for 10-minute sessions.  

She did not improve much, so on the third acupuncture session, CV-1 and SP-9 were added to deal more with 
dampness. She will have her 4th session this week, but she is not improving much. Her appetite is still very 
poor with excessive pickiness. She will eat a little chicken or chicken livers now and again, and the owner is 
force feeding Pedialyte. This dog turns up her nose at nearly everything. Her tongue last week was not quite as 
lavender. 

Suggest ion: 

In this case, I suggest doubling the dosage (2 pills twice a day) for another 2 weeks. Teapills are made by boil-
ing herbal soup and alcohol extract and then forming the pills with flour. Sometimes this processing may dilute 
the herbal effective agents. Thus, doubling the dosage may solve this problem. 

If it still does not work, it may indicate a Severe Spleen Qi Deficiency for which Bu Zhong Yi Qi Tang is de-
signed. 

Please do not use CV � 1, but GV � 1 is a great point for diarrhea. You may use the classical point "Shan � gen" to 
stimulate appetite. 

  

Kidne y Qi and Kidn ey Yang  

Question : 

The urine is formed by the Kidney and descends to the bladder where it will be discharged via the Kidney Yang 
activity. So a Kidney Yang Deficiency may cause urinary incontinence. But what about Kidney Qi? 

Answer: 

Kidney Qi refers to the Kidney physiogical activities (such as controling water, storing Jing, governing bones 
and controlling the "two doors"). The two doors refer to front door (urinary tract) and back door (anus). The blad-
der tone and bladder sphincter's ability to hold urine and contract to empty the bladder belong to Kidney Qi 
(controlling the front door). Thus, urinary incontinence generally indicates Kidney Qi Deficiency. 

On the other hand, Kindey Yang often refers to Ming � men Fire (Life Gate fire). Its major function is to warm the 
body. However, during urine production, the Kidney Yang warms and steams the body fluid and helps reabsorb 
the pure water to the lung. If this reabsorption fails, the animal will have a long, 
clear urine stream. Thus, clear and long urination indicates Kidney Yang Defi-
ciency. 

I do not agree with the concept that "the urine is discharged via the Kidney Yang 
activity". The Urine should be discharged by Kidney Qi (not by Kidney Yang). Ac-
cording to Su Wen, this processing of urination is "qi hua". 

Q & A continued 
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October 28 to Nov 2, 2003 Tui-na work-shop 

November 20 to 23, 2003 TCVM approach for Immune-Mediated & Dermatological 
Disorders / Herbal Class 7 session 6 

February 5 to 8, 2004 Small Animal Acupuncture Class 7 

February 26 to March 1, 2004 TCVM clinical: Respiratory/Cardiovascular Module 

March 4 to 5, 2004 Canine classical points and TCVM Diagnosis 

March 6 to 7, 2004 Equine classical points and TCVM Diagnosis 

April 1 to 4, 2004  Small Animal Acupuncture Class 7 

April 22 to 25, 2004 TCVM clinical: Gastrointestinal Module 

June 3 to 6, 2004 Small Animal Acupuncture Class 7 

June 24 to 27, 2004 Equine Acupuncture Class 5 
Mixed Veterinary Acupuncture Class 8 

July 22 to 25, 2004 TCVM clinical: Liver/Endocrinology Module 

August 5 to 9, 2004  Small Animal Acupuncture Class 7 

August 19 to 22, 2004  Equine Acupuncture Class 5 
Mixed Veterinary Acupuncture Class 8 

September 16 to 19, 2004 TCVM clinical: Kidney/Geriatric/Urinary/Repro module 

September 30 to October 3, 2004 Equine Acupuncture Class 5 
Mixed Veterinary Acupuncture Class 8 

October 9 to 20, 2004 Advanced training and tour in China 

December 2 to 5, 2004 TCVM clinical: Dermatology/Immune-mediated Module 

December 9 to 13, 2004 Equine Acupuncture Class 5 
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Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) can be treated and pre-
vented by Chinese herbal medicine.  
 
The Chinese herbal formulas which have been used for prevention of 
SARS in China include:  
1. Yin Qiao San; anti-viral 

2. Huo Xiang Zheng Qi San; anti-viral, bacterial 

3. Yi Ping Feng San (Jade Screen); strengthens the Wei Qi 

4. Others 
 
Recently, the most popular herbal therapy used is a combination of the first three.  

It consists of eight herbs: 

� Astragalus Huang Qi  
� Atractylodes Bai Zhu  
� Atractylodes Cang Zhu  
� Ledebouriella Fang Feng  
� Pogostemon Huo Xiang  
� Lonicera Jin Yin Hua  
� Dryopteris Guan Zhong  
� Glehnia Bei Sha Shen  
 
I call this combination "Jade Screen Eight". The capsule form of this production is available at 
Jing-tang. I use it for myself at dosage of 7 capsules, BID for 1 month. Recently I have used Jade 
Screen Eight successfully for prevention of influenza in horses and other respiratory infectious diseases in 
small animals. 
 
Shen Xie  

� Congratulations to Chi Institute Students! 
� 20 students in the Mixed Practice Acu-

puncture Class #7 completed their acu-
puncture course training. Nineteen 
passed their final exams.  

� All 28 students in the Small Animal Acu-
puncture class #6 passed their final ex-
ams. 

� The Chi-Institute now has a Toll free number: 1-
800-806-9868 

� The new textbook, Traditional Chinese Veterinary 
Medicine, Volume 1, is now available. 

� Chi has a new website: http://www.tcvm.com 

� Thank you to everyone who contributed articles or 
helped edit the editions of TCVM News. 
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Deng, Xiaolin, OMD, MS, AP; Institute of 
TCM at Gainesville,  

Hook, John, PH.D; University of Florida,  

Li, Hang Shen, Hubei,  MD, MS; TCM Uni-
versity Hospital  

Wen Xiu Yin, MD, MS; Hua Zhong Univer-
sity, LiYuan Hospital,  

 

 

Shi Quan Da Bu Tang (SQDB) is 
one of the most popular traditional 
Chinese herbal formulas still in 
use today (It includes Si Jun Zi 
Tang, Si Wu Tang and Bao Yuan 
Tang).  A thousand years ago it 
was already being referred to as a 
treatment for systemic weakness 
and a range of qi-deficiency con-
ditions, with symptoms ranging 
from strains and injuries to de-
pression, anxiety, and chronic 
lung ailments like asthma. In more 
recent times, these applications 
and others have been widely 
studied in clinics and laboratories 
on both sides of the Pacific. The 
present paper reviews the pub-
lished research on SQDB in ger-
ontology and oncology, two areas 
most promising to clinical practi-
tioners. 

 

I. Gerontology  

Metabolically, Chinese medicine 
thinks of aging as a progressive 
"deficiency disease." As such, its 
effects are similar to those of 
many degenerative diseases, 
congenital qi deficiencies, and 
even certain pathological states 
such as Chronic Fatigue Syn-
drome, anemia or infertility. 

One measure of a deficiency dis-
ease is the status of the immune 
system, as measured by the 
body's level of T-cell activity. T-

cells identify and destroy antigens 
such as toxins and tumor cells, 
and they trigger a host of other 
immune responses. With age, the 
body tends to produce fewer of 
these crucial agents, but SQDB 
shows a potential to reverse that 
trend. Two separate studies found 
that elderly mice given the for-
mula daily were able to generate 
new T-cells, correct their impaired 
T-cell activity, and restore the 
strength of their immune systems   
(1,2). The formula, they specu-
lated, "may help prevent the de-
velopment of diseases in the eld-
erly," and clearly merits larger fol-
low-up studies on human sub-
jects. (Curiously, one of the stud-
ies found that the treatment did 
nothing to enhance the immune 
functions of younger mice.)(3)  

 It's easy to see how bone loss of 
old age would qualify as a defi-
ciency disease. Here, too, SQDB 
is showing promise in the re-
search lab. In Japan, researchers 
performed ovariectomies on rats 
to simulate the bone loss associ-
ated with menopause. (4) Their 
bone density had declined to 20 
per cent of the control group's. A 
second test group received 
SQDB, effectively preventing 
bone loss secondary to ovariec-
tomy. Electron microscopy con-
firms that their tibia bones (herbal 
treatment group) remained rela-
tively fine and smooth compared 
to the porous and corroded tibias 
of the  untreated group of rats. 
Finally, a third group of ovariec-
tomized rats received hormone- 
replacement therapy(17 beta-
estradiol ), which similarly pro-
tected these rats from the bone 
loss seen in the untreated group 
of rats.  Clearly, the herbs proved 
to be as effective as hormone-
replacement therapy in preventing 
bone loss. As with the immune-

system studies, human clinical 
trials are urgently needed. 

 

II. Oncology 
  
TCM principles have been inspir-
ing cancer researchers for more 
than forty years. As they would 
with any pathological condition, 
such researchers view cancer as 
an immune deficiency disease, 
since "Evil Qi" cannot enter or at-
tack a body until its resistance is 
dangerously weak. The appropri-
ate response, then, is centered 
upon "tonifying," or nourishing, the 
Zheng Qi, or the body's  
natural resistance to disease.  

  

II a. Preventi ng tum or gro wth  
 
One group of Japanese research-
ers investigated what effect the 
formula would have on the growth 
of fibrosarcomas in mice. (7) They 
administered SQDB to a group of 
mice for seven days after inocu-
lating them with QR-32 tumor 
cells.  Compared to the control 
group, their tumors grew far more 
slowly and their lives were signifi-
cantly prolonged. As measured on 
day 25, the beneficial effects 
proved to be dose-dependent 
(from 4 to 40 mg/day). In separate 
tests, the researchers found that 
pre-treating a group of mice with 
SQDB for seven days before in-
oculating them with the tumor 
cells proved equally effective, 
whereby on day 25 tumor growth 
was significantly impaired. (8) 

Another laboratory studied the 
preventive effects of SQDB on 
endometrial carcinogenesis in 
mice. (9) They removed the ova-
ries from their test animals and 

(Continued on page 9) 
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introduced controlled carcinogens 
such as 17-beta estradiol into 
their uteri. Two weeks of subse-
quent treatment with SQDB re-
duced the measurable levels of 
certain oncoproteins, which are 
precursors to tumor formation. In 
a subsequent experiment, re-
searchers injected a different car-
cinogen into the left ovaries of 93 
mice, and an inert saline solution 
into the right ovaries. They then 
tested various dietary additives 
involving both estrogen and 
SQDB, and found that the herbal 
compound actually inhibited the 
formation of tumors.  

An influential study from Chen 
Du's TCM University in China il-
lustrated that a slight modification 
of SQDB (with the addition of San 
Leng/sparganii and Er Zhu/ cur-
curmae) could enhance its poten-
tial to inhibit mouse tumors and 
resist the debilitating effects of 
chemotherapy. (10) Subjects 
treated with the compound had 
higher white blood cell counts and 
healthier lymphatic systems than 
a control group treated with che-
motherapy alone. These results 
were later corroborated by re-
searchers from Shanghai (11) and 
Shan Dong (12). With so many 
hopeful indications, it is timely to 
recall that no research has sug-
gested that SQDB alone could be 
effective against cancer.   What 
current research does seem to 
show is that the formula can both 
enhance Western treatments for 
cancer and decrease some of 
their debilitating side effects.  

 

II b. Anti-m etastati c properties  

(Continued from page 8) The TCM approach to fighting 
cancer considers bolstering the 
immune system a primary goal. In 
practice, cancer almost never kills 
before it metastasizes (11), and 
Chinese medicine believes that a 
strong immune system is the key 
to either postponing metastasis 
or, on occasion, preventing it from 
ever taking place (13,14).  

Thus, for example, one study of 
300 lung-cancer patients in China 
found that 80% of them had 
strong signs of yin & qi deficiency. 
Tonifying the qi and nourishing 
the yin energy directly enhance 
the immune system, resulting in a 
negative impact on the ability of a 
patient's tumors to metastasize 
(15).  

SQDB has been tested in a num-
ber of settings for its efficacy as a 
tonifying agent. It was found to 
readily inhibit laboratory-induced 
tumors from metastasizing in rat 
livers (7, 8).  Indications were that 
it accomplished this by activating 
microphages and/or T-cells in the 
infected animals. These actions 
as an immune enhancing agent 
supported further investigation of 
the synergy between SQDB and 
western immune enhancers. Inter-
feron is one candidate for such 
multi-drug applications.  One 
laboratory studied its impact on 
mouse kidney tumors' ability to 

travel to and attack the lungs. At a 
dosage of 100,000 IU/mouse, In-
terferon Alpha significantly inhib-
ited such metastasis, but at the 
cost of a marked loss in body 
weight (15. 16). At the experimen-
tal dosage of 50 mg/mouse, a 
similar group of subjects showed 
a metastatic decline that was 
barely measurable. However, a 
combination therapy consisting of 
sub-optimal doses of Interferon 
Alpha and SQDB together man-
aged an effective synergy, con-
taining most of the tumor cells 
with no loss of body weight at all. 
These results were later repli-
cated using Interferon Gamma, 
with substantially the same re-
sults. (16) Current immunotherapy 
utilizing interferon has been ap-
proved for patients with advanced 
renal carcinoma, but its results 
have been disappointing. If the 
laboratory results hold true for 
humans, SQDB may have found 
an important application far be-
yond the horizons of Chinese 
medicine proper. At present, the 
compound is often administered 
to cancer patients (17), and has  
been shown to possess various 
health-related biological functions. 
It enhances phagocytosis, cyto-
kine induction, and the production 
of antibodies. (18) 
 
SQDB is compatible with surgical 
intervention and has no known 
contraindication with various che-
motherapeutic protocols. It even 
works well in cases of radiation-
induced immunosuppression.  
SQDB as part of an elaborate 
drug cocktail is likely to prove one 
of medicine's most welcome con-
tributions from the TCM formulary 
in the years to come.  
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I SSUE 3 

Date: October 9 to 20, 2004 

Major Topic:TCVM Approach to Respiratory and Car-
diovascular Diseases.  

Four top Chinese TCVM experts discuss asthma, 
COPD, heaves, respiratory infectious diseases, cough 
syndrome, sinusitis, nasal bleeding/EIPH, nasal con-
gestion and discharge, laryngeal hemiplegia, sore 
throat, congested heart failure, hypertension, arrhyth-
mia, and behavioral problems. 

Other activities include a tour of the TCM Hospital, 
Veterinary School, herbal garden and herbal  manu-
factory as well as discussions on acupuncture analge-
sia, herbal identification, and TCM food therapy 

Post-conference Tour : 

Includes 2-day hiking on Yellow Mountain, An-hui 
Province, 2-day canoeing at West Lake and biking at 
Hang-zhou, Zhe-jiang Province, 1-day and 1-night in 
Shang-hai, Chinese folk music, Qi-gong, Tai-Ji, Tea 
culture, and Silk culture 
 
Cost of 12-day Trip: $1,450 for the conference and 
$1,450 for the post-conference tour for a total of  
$2,900. Includes local transportation and airfare in 
China, accommodations, tours, conference and pro-
ceedings, 3 meals per day, TCM Well-Care Activities 
(TCM food therapy, Tai-Ji, Qi-gong). DOES NOT in-
clude airfare from the U.S.A to China. 
 
This trip will be led by Shen Huisheng Xie, DVM, PhD 
and is limited to 30 students . Family and  friends are 
invited to participate and additional activities will be 
scheduled for those individuals during the conference. 
 
A $750 initial deposit is due by November 30, 2003 to 
secure your position and the $2,900 price. After No-
vember 30, 2003, the package price increases to 
$3,200. Payment in full for all reservations is due by 
April 30, 2004.  Installment payment plans can be ar-
ranged. 
  
Hangzhou  – A City Fallen From Heav en  
The capital city of Zhejiang Province is a famous tour-
ist city in China. An old saying states "There is a para-
dise in heaven and Suzhou and Hangzhou on earth."  
Hangzhou has long history can be traced back to the 
Warring States Period over 2,000 years ago and has 

been known as the "Capital of Silk".  Hangzhou’s culi-
nary delights have been established since the southern 
Song Dynasty.  At present, there are over 20 famous 
dishes, such as West Lake Sweet and Sour Fish, 
Dongpo Pork, and Dragon Well Shrimps.   

West Lake, one of the most beautiful sights in China, is 
the symbol of Hangzhou.   It has captivated countless 
visitors for centuries.  Legend has it that West Lake 
was originally a jewel fallen from heaven.  Relax here, 
boat on the West Lake and pamper yourself with the 
Chinese wine...  It is something you will never forget. 
 
The Yellow Mount ains  -- A Marvel of  Natural Beauty 
These 72 peaks are lo-
cated within an area of 70 
square miles in the south-
ern part of the Anhui 
Province.  When cloudy 
the pinnacles loom in the 
mists like illusions. As the 
sun shines, they unfold in 
all their majesty and 
splendor. The Yellow 
Mountains change their 
color and appearance 
with the alternation of seasons.  Autumn dresses the 
mountains in blazing red and purple as maples. Don’t 
miss these famous attractions: the fantastic pines, the 
majestic rocks, the sea of clouds and the hot springs. 
The yellow Mountains are home for a wide variety of 
fauna including monkeys, goats, deer, and rare birds.    
The temperature in the Yellow Mountains is pleasur-
able all year round.  As clouds often shut out the sun, 
hot weather never stays long making the Yellow Moun-
tains an ideal summer resort.  
 
Do not miss out this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and 
come out to join us in the year of 2004.  
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9708 West Hwy 318 
Reddick, FL 32686 

CHI  INSTITUTE OF CHINESE 
MEDICI NE 

Relying on general principles from 
the Equine Course, I treated Bai 
Hui, Shen shu, Shen peng, Shen 
jiao, and BL-40 bilaterally with B12 
injections.   

As "Thou shalt do no harm"  was 
foremost in my mind, I didn't go 
overboard on my first adventure in 
canine acupuncture!    

I called the owner the next day, 
and was unprepared for how 
overjoyed she and her hus-
band  were; the dog was running 
around the yard like she hadn't 
done in years!   

I will be seeing her again, and, 
now armed with a little confi-
dence, hope to do more of a thor-
ough TCM workup, rather than 
rely on my Western assess-
ments.   

By Marianne Priest, DVM 

Brunhilda, a 12 year old, 75 
pound, spayed German Shep-
herd, was extremely lame behind 
and struggling to rise.   

I completed the Chi Insti-
tute  Equine Acupuncture course 
in December 2002, and have not 
worked on any dogs before, but 
the owner was enthusiastic about 
acupuncturing Bruni.   

When I examined the dog, her 
attitude was bright alert and re-
sponsive, appetite good, and hind 
limb atrophy was not severe. This 
was a home visit, and the owner 
did not have radiographs. Other 
than the lameness, she was in 
good health for her age, and the 
owner keept her well groomed 
and fed Solid Gold.   

I remember Dr. Shen's case study 
in class of an old horse he was 
treating for lameness, and once 
he cleared the stagnation and ex-
cess problems, he said the old 
age deficiency problems became 
evident.  

I am expecting this to be the case 
with Brunhilda, so she should be 
a great learning experience for 
me. Meanwhile, the owner is ec-
static- she thought she was going 
to have to euthanize her pet.  

Dr. Marianne Priest is a Equine acupuncturist, pending certifi-
cation 

An equine acupuncturist’ s first canine case  

Phone: 352.591.5385 
Fax: 352.591.2854 

 
Toll-free Phone: 1.800.806.9868 

 
http:/ / www.chi-institute.com 

http:// www.tcvm.com 


